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Research Paper Sources

1.  Books

2.  Journals and periodicals (fancy names for magazines)

3.  Newspapers

4.  Lectures and speeches

5.  Interviews with experts

6.  Audio and video tapes, CD's, records

7.  Microfilm and microfiche

8.  Computerized bibliographies, books, and encyclopedias on CD-rom

9.  Computer data bases accessible via the Web

10. Print sources listed above that are also available on the Web

11. Web sites, particularly those with .edu, .gov and .org domains. 


Methods of Doing Research

1.  The traditional method:

a. Look up sources in the card catalog, Reader's Guide, and specialized bibliographies such as SIRS

b. Write down sources on a Working Bibliography or index cards; eventually transfer the sources you decide to use to individual source cards

c. Locate your sources in the library

d. Read the material, take notes on notecards and check out books you plan to use

2.  The "real world" method:

a. Look up sources on computerized card catalogs, Reader's Guides, a web portal such as Google, and specialized bibliographies (for example, the Ebsco data base)

b. Print out or save to disk the sources you plan to research further

c. Locate sources, either in hard copies such as books and periodicals, or on the Web

d. Read the material and choose which sources are the most useful

e. Write down the necessary bibliographic information for each source and enter in your annotated bibliography

f. Print out the articles you need (if possible), copy them or save to disk.  Check out books you plan to use.

g. Take notes by using one or all of the following methods:

1) Note cards

2) Highlight important information on the copies you've made and specify a topic category for each highlighted item in the margin

3) Using a computerized work processor, type notes from sources, using a separate page for each topic category you've specified

Data Needed for Source Entries 
for Annotated Bibliographies and Works Cited

Remember!

· You must provide as much information about the source as you can. For example, if no date of publication is listed, you may leave this out in your citation.  However, you need to do your best to provide as MUCH of the information listed in the general formats below as you can.
· All sources should use hanging indentation and be double spaced!!!!

· Pay close attention to the punctuation.  All punctuation in a source card citation must be correct. Punctuation is listed at the end of each item in the general format lists.
· If you have a unique source, look up the citation format in the MLA Handbook.
· All entries are organized on an annotated bibliography or works cited page in alphabetical order by author’s last name.  If no author is available, alphabetize by the title of the article, chapter, or book.  Do not use “A,” “An,” or “The” as the first word when alphabetizing.  For example, The Grapes of Wrath would be listed as Grapes of Wrath, The in a bibliographic list.
Books General Format: 
1. Author's last name, author's first name (if two or three authors, put the first in reverse order and the other(s) in regular first name last name order). 

2. Title of chapter (if using only one chapter) in quotes.

3. Title of book (in italics if word processed, underlined if handwritten). 

4. Place of publication (city only):

5. Publisher, 

6. Date of publication.

7. Medium of publication consulted (Print).

8. Pages used (if using only a section or chapter of the text).

Examples: 

Thomas, Lewis. “To Err is Human.” The Medusa and the Snail: More Notes of a Biology Watcher. NY: Penguin, 1979. Print. 36-40. 

Warriner, John E. Holt High School Handbook.  Austin: Holt, Rinehart & Winston, 1995. Print.

Journal, Periodical, Magazine General Format:

1. Last name of author of article, first name of author.

2. Name of article in quotation marks.

3. Name of periodical (in italics if word processed, underlined if handwritten) with no punctuation after

4. Volume number (for a scholarly journal).

5. Issue number (if needed) with no punctuation after

6. Date published (in parentheses if only the year is given):

7. Page number(s) of article.

8. Medium of publication consulted (Print).

Examples:

Monthly Magazine:

Crandall, Jason. "Cobra Pose: Bhujangasana". Yoga Journal  March/April 2005: 46-50. Print.

Weekly Magazine:

Lowenstein, Roger. "The Quality Cure?" The New York Times Magazine 13 March 2005:
46-51. Print.

Scholarly Magazine:
Womelsduff, Deborah. "The Paradox of Structure and Freedom: An Experiment in Writing Poetry." English Journal 94.4 (2005): 23-27. Print.

Citing Internet Sources. With the publication of the MLA Handbook’s 7th edition, the general format for citing internet sources has changed. The editors note that “any version of a Web source is potentially different from any past or future version and must be considered unique. Scholars therefore need to record the date of access as well as the publication data when citing sources on the Web” (MLA Handbook 181).

     Before the 2009 edition of the handbook, the editors suggested that the URL for web sources be included in an entry. However, they now recommend including an URL as supplementary information only if the reader cannot find the web site by running an author or title search on a search portal such as Google or in a dedicated online database such as Ebsco.
General Format for a Work Cited Only on the Web:

1. Last name of author (compiler, director, editor, narrator, performer, or translator) of work, first name of author (if known).

2. Title of page (italicized if using the entire work; in quotation marks if the work is part of a larger work).

3. Name of overall website (in italics if word processed, underlined if handwritten) if different from item 2.

4. Version or edition used (if none given, do not include).

5. Publisher or sponsor of the site (usually found at the bottom of the main page); if not available, use N.p.,

6. Date of publication (day, month, and year, as available); if nothing is available, use n.d.

7. Medium of publication (Web).

8. Date you accessed the page (day, month, and year).

9. [Supplementary information, not required] URL in angle brackets <>, then a period.

Example:

“Minority Voting Rights.”  ACLU. American Civil Liberties Union, 22 June 2009. Web. 23 September 2009.
General Format for a Nonperiodical Work on the Web Cited with Print Publication Data:

1. Author's last name, author's first name (if two or three authors, put the first in reverse order and the other(s) in regular first name last name order). 

2. Title of chapter (if using only one chapter) in quotes.

3. Title of book (in italics if word processed, underlined if handwritten). 

4. Place of publication (city only):

5. Publisher, 

6. Date of publication.

7. Title of the database or Web site (italicized).

8. Medium of publication consulted (Web).

9. Date of access (day, month, and year).

Examples:

Bierce, Ambrose. “Academy.” The Devil’s Dictionary. The Collected Works of Ambrose Bierce. Vol. 7. New York: Neale, 1911. The Ambrose Bierce Web Project. Web. 15 May 2008.

Child, L. Maria, ed. The Freedmen’s Book. Boston, 1866. Google Book Search. Web. 15 May 2008.
 General Format for a Periodical Publication in an Online Database:

1. Last name of author of article, first name of author.

2. Name of article in quotation marks.

3. Name of periodical (in italics if word processed, underlined if handwritten) with no punctuation after

4. Volume number (for a scholarly journal).

5. Issue number (if needed) with no punctuation after

6. Date published (in parentheses if only the year is given):

7. Page number(s) of article (may not be available; if not, use n.pag.).

8. Title of database (italicized).

9. Medium of publication consulted (Web).

10. Date of access (day, month, and year).

11.  [Supplementary information, not required] URL in angle brackets <>, then a period.

Example:

 Hancock, Scott. “Frontline of Freedom: African Americans and the Forging of the Underground Railroad in the Ohio Valley.”Civil War History  53.1. Mar 2007:73-75. Ebsco Student Research Center. Web. 16 October 2009.
Work Cited

MLA Handbook for the Writers of Research Papers. 7th ed. New York: Modern Language Association of America, 2009. Print.
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