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Name__________________
	Term
	Definition
	Significance in Novel and Page(s) Where Found

	Anathapindika

	Millionaire supporter of the Buddha. His name literally means “Feeder of the Helpless.”
	

	Atman

	In Hinduism, supreme and universal soul from which all individual souls arise; non-self, indestructible core; the Only One 
	

	Brahmin

	In Hinduism, member of the highest socio-political caste. It is NOT Brahman, which is the eternal spirit from which all being originates and to which all return; also a name for a Hindu priest. 
	

	Buddha

	In Sanscrit, the enlightened one; attainer of perfect spiritual fulfillment
	

	Gotama

	Variation of the spelling of Siddhartha Gautama. He was a prince who lived in India several hundred years BC who after years of solitary meditation achieved nirvana
	

	Kamala

	An Asian tree; also a purgative powder obtained from the capsules of this tree. The root “Kama” means love or desire.
	

	Kamaswami

	In Sanscrit, Kama = love or desire. Swami, in Hindu, is a title of respect; in Sanscrit it means owner or prince.
	

	Nirvana

	Literally, extinction. In Buddhism, it means a cessation of all desire, a condition synonymous with enlightenment
	

	Om

	In Hinduism or Buddhism, this is a mantra meaning the root. It symbolizes the Divine, the name of the Deity, “Perfect One.”

	

	Prajapati

	The lord of created beings
	

	Rig-Veda

	Most ancient collection of Hindu sacred verses
	

	Samanas

	In Hinduism, one of the principle currents of the life force; one of the vital airs (prana) whose function is to nourish the body by distributing food as fasa.  It normalizes the bodily functions.
	

	Samsara

	In Hinduism and Buddhism, the eternal cycle of birth, suffering, death, and rebirth, or reincarnation. Colloquially, “Samsara” can also refer to a general state of overt or subtle sufferings that occur in day to day life. It is above all the domain of Karma and unmitigated suffering.
	

	Satya

	Literally, truth or truthfulness. One of the nijamas, which are practices of self-restraint
	

	Siddhartha

	One name of Buddha – Siddhartha Gautama.
His name means “one who attains his goal,” or “he who is on the right road.”
	

	Upanishads

	Groups of philosophical treatises contributing to the theology of ancient Hinduism and elaborating on the earlier Vedas. Deals with the nature of the universe and the union of the individual self with the universal soul.
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