Figurative Language:
The Major Schemes & Tropes

Figurative Language: language that employs one or more figures of speech to supplement and even modify the literal, denotative meanings of words with additional connotations. 

Figures of speech: a literary device involving unusual use of language, often to associate or compare distinct things.  
Strengths that figures of speech bring to arguments within texts:

· Aids understanding by likening something unknown to something known (for example, Microsoft’s use of “folders” and “files” to help consumers understand the Windows operating system).
· Reinforces arguments because it is extremely memorable (for example, “Give me liberty or give me death!”)
Types of figures of speech:

· Scheme: (Greek schēma, form, shape) involves a deviation from the ordinary pattern or arrangement of words
· Trope: (Greek tropein, to turn) involves a deviation from the ordinary and principal signification or meaning of a word. Metaphor, metonymy, personification, simile, and synecdoche are sometimes referred to as the principal tropes.
Both types of figures involve transference:

· Trope—transference of meaning
· Scheme—transference of order
The Schemes

1. Schemes of Balance.
· Antithesis (an-tith’-ə-sis). Juxtaposition of contrasting ideas or words, often in parallel structure.

Example:  That’s one small step for man, one giant leap for mankind. (Neil Armstrong, Sunday, July 20, 1969)
· Parallelism. Similarity of structure in a pair or series of related words, phrases, or clauses. One of the basic principles of both grammar and rhetoric, parallelism demands that equivalent things be set forth in coordinate grammatical structures—nouns yoked with nouns, prepositional phrases yoked with prepositional phrases, etc.

Example:  He tried to make the law clear, precise, and equitable.
2. Schemes of unusual or inverted word order (hyperbation).

· Anastrophe (a-năs´-trō-fē). Inversion of the natural or usual word order.

Example: Good musicians of their type they are. Clean and neat in appearance they are. Needed, we might say, they are.
3. Schemes of omission.

· Asyndeton  (a-sin´-də-ton). Deliberate omission of conjunctions between a series of related clauses.

Example:  I came, I saw, I conquered.
· Polysyndeton (pol-ē-sin´-də-ton). Deliberate use of many conjunctions.

Example:  This semester I am taking English and history and biology and mathematics and sociology and physical education.
4. Schemes of repetition.

· Alliteration. Repetition of initial consonants in two or more words.

Example: A sable, silent, solemn forest stood.
· Assonance. Repetition of similar vowel sounds.

Example: Whales in the wake like capes and Alps / Quaked the sick sea and snouted deep
· Consonance. Repetition of consonant sounds in the middle or end of words
Example: 
Let the boy try along this bayonet blade
How cold steel is, and keen with hunger of blood;

Blue with all malice, like a madman’s flash;

And thinly drawn with famishing for flesh.
The Tropes
· Allusion. An indirect reference to a person, event, statement, or theme found in literature, the other arts, history, myths, religion, or popular culture.
Example: Neil Diamond’s song “One More Bite of the Apple” contains an illusion to the story of Genesis.
· Apostrophe.  Addressing an absent person or a personified abstraction.
Example: Death, be not proud.
· Metaphor. An implied comparison between two things of unlike nature that yet have something in common.
Example:  On the final examination, several students went down in flames.
· Metonymy.  Substitution of some attribute or suggestive word for what is actually meant.
Example: Capital has learned to sit down and talk with Labor.
· Onomatopoeia. Use of words whose sound echoes the sense.
Example: My days have crackled and gone up in smoke.
· Oxymoron. The yoking of two terms that are ordinarily contradictory.
Examples: jumbo shrimp, sweet pain
· Paradox.  An apparently contradictory statement that nevertheless contains a measure of truth.
Example: Art is a form of  lying to tell the truth. (Pablo Picasso)
· Personification. Investing abstractions or inanimate objects with human qualities or abilities.
Example: He glanced at the dew-covered grass, and it winked back at him.
· Pun. Generic term for those figures which make a play on words.
Example: If we don’t hang together, we’ll hang separately. (Benjamin Franklin)
· Simile.  An explicit comparison between two things of unlike nature that yet have something in common.  The comparison usually contains either “like” or “as.”

Example: Like an arrow, the prosecutor went directly to the point.

· Synecdoche (si-nek´-də-kē). A figure of speech in which a part stands for the whole.

Example:  Bread for food.
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