Words Often Co(r)nfused:
Students: Copy everything listed in the table!
	affect

effect
	[verb] to influence

How did that sad movie affect you?

[verb] to accomplish, to bring about; [noun] a consequence, a result

What effect did the rain have on the crops?

	all ready

already
	[adj] all prepared

We were all ready to leave.

[adv] previously

We had already painted the sets.

	all right
	[adj] satisfactory; [adv] satisfactorily

Your playing was all right.

Note: “alright” is NOT standard English and is considered a misspelled word

	all together
altogether
	[adj] in the same place, [adv] at the same time
The players were all together in the gym.

[adv] entirely

I am not altogether convinced.

	altar
alter
	[noun] a table or stand at which religious rites are performed

When you reach the altar, you must kneel.

[verb] to change

When did you alter the schedule?

	brake
break
	[verb] to slow down or to stop; [noun] a device used to slow down or to stop
She parked and then set her hand brake.

[verb] to cause to come apart, to fracture; [noun] a fracture

I did not break my wrist; I sprained it.
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	capital

capitol
	[noun] (1)center of government, (2) money or property used in business; [adj] punishable by death, of major importance, excellent

You need capital to start a business.

[noun] a building where a legislature meets

We could see the capitol from our hotel.

	choose
chose
	[verb, rhymes with “shoes”] to select
We choose partners today.

[verb, rhymes with “nose”] selected

We chose partners yesterday.

	complement
compliment
	[noun] that which makes whole or complete; [verb] to make whole or complete
That necklace complements your outfit nicely.

[noun] praise, a courteous act or statement; [verb] to express praise or respect

I complimented her on her success.

	hear
here
	[verb] to receive sounds through the ears
I hear the sound of music.

[adv] at this place

Let’s sit here.

	its
it’s
	[possessive pronoun] belonging to it
The town has not raised its tax rate in years.

[contraction of it is or it has]

It’s cold and has started to snow.

Note: If you’re unsure which to use, substitute “it is” or “it has” for the word.  If it makes no sense, you should use “its”.

	lead
led

lead
	[verb, rhymes with need] to go first; to guide
Who will lead the parade?

[verb, past tense of lead] 

He led us five miles out of the way.

[noun, rhymes with red] graphite in a pencil; a heavy metal

A pencil lead is not made of the metal lead.


