
Medieval View of the Universe
A.  Universe resembles a great chain or ladder called the "Chain of Being"

B.  Hierarchy with pure spirit (God) at the top and inorganic matter (stones) at the bottom

C.  Between extremes are arranged the components of the universe, according to their relation to spirit and matter

CHAIN OF BEING

	Pure Spirit
	God (Father, Son, Spirit)


	Ruled by Reason

	Largely Spirit but with some substance


	Angels (Archangels, Angels, Fallen Angels)
	

	Spirit and Matter equal
	Human beings (Men, women, children, slaves)
	Combines Reason & Passion

	More Matter than Spirit
	Animal life (Lions, snakes, worms)
	

	Mostly Matter, some Spirit
	Vegetable life (Trees, broccoli, pond scum)
	

	Pure Matter
	Inorganic Matter (Diamonds, rocks, dirt)
	Ruled by Passion


D.  Hierarchy believed to structure all existence, including human life in its social, domestic and psychological dimensions
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Vagabonds and criminals
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E.  People believed that these hierarchies were all fixed by God at the moment of creation and could not be changed without bringing disorder into the universe


1.  To disturb them amounted to sin


2.  Evil inevitably followed when humans tried to 
assume  powers reserved to the angels or God OR when nobles usurped the throne OR when a wife assumed the place of a husband OR when passions over​took reason

    
3.  View of universe as a great fixed chain ranked by 
inherent worth and appropriate powers was ultimately the
 justification of a static, aristocratic society

