
Characterization

1. Definition: The means by which a character’s personality is revealed.

2. Methods of Characterization:
a. Indirect Characterization:

	· Through the character’s actions

· Through the character’s speeches and thoughts

· Through a physical description of the character

· Through showing what other characters think or say about the character

b. Direct Characterization:
	

	· Through a direct statement revealing the narrator’s idea of the character


	


3. When an educated person discusses characterization, s/he employs such terms as these:

a. Static character: a character who stays the same throughout a work

b. Dynamic character: a character who undergoes a change in personality or attitude

c. Flat character: a character who is not fully developed but is merely sketched out through one or two distinguishing traits

d. Round character: A fully developed character, one whom readers feel might exist in life 

e. Stereotyped character: a character with one personality trait, so typical that his or her nature is immediately familiar

f. Foil: a character who sets off another by contrast

g. Protagonist: the central character in the work; the one with whom readers sympathize

h. Antagonist: a person or force (the enemy) that opposes the protagonist

i. Trait: quality of mind or habitual mode of behavior (for example, avoiding eye contact, never telling the truth, etc.)
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