"Everyday Use...For Your Grandmama"

Characteristics of Alice Walker's writing:

1. Is a "womanist" writer. 

· Walker's definition of womanist: "a black feminist or feminist of color" who exhibits outrageous, audacious, courageous or willful behavior.

· Walker uses this term to refer to the liberation of black women

· Womanist concept is her reason for writing:

· Sees black woman's plight as being singularly different from that of other women.

· Many of her stories deal with the struggles of the black woman to gain the freedom and equality that all human beings need and desire.

· Regards themes of family and community as necessary for the oppressed black woman's survival

· Different from other modernist writers in that her themes present the  triumphant survival of her fictional heroines over the violence inflicted on them by their societies and families.

2. In her writing, the "historical subconscious" is never asleep. 
3. One of her trademark techniques is merging the surrounding society with the development of the inner, individual self

4. Almost always presents black women as central characters in her works. Women usually can do anything, including "man's work" because they have HAD to do it.

Techniques Walker Employs in "Everyday Use":
1. Uses contrasts (conflicts) to develop her themes

· Contrasting lives of Dee and of Maggie and her mother

· Contrasting relationships among these three women

· Contrasts between the worlds each of them represent
2. Universal theme: Issue of heritage clearly links the world Dee represents and the world she left behind.

3. Uses irony to articulate these themes:

· Dee professes love for African heritage but negates her American heritage of survival in the face of slavery and oppression by leaving her family and changing her name

· When she accuses her mother of not understanding her heritage, Dee does not even know the origin of her given name and gets "tired" of discussing it for too long.

· Dee wants the churn and quilt as antiques, not as symbols of her African heritage
4. Uses humor to reinforce the irony 

5. Uses symbolism to articulate themes:

· Symbolism of the title of the story

· Symbolism of the subtitle

· Symbolism of the quilt

· Symbolism of the house itself

6. Uses characterization to articulate her themes

· Develops characters in her stories that encourage us to either like or dislike certain personalities

· Our impressions of the three characters are formed by the time we've read the first two pages of the story 

