Frankenstein: Final Discussions

Shelley’s central goal may be to explore the gender roles of her society.

1. Why does Shelley frame the story of Victor Frankenstein with the letters of Robert Walton? Possible answers:

· Walton provides credibility for Victor because Walton is also on a quest AND he believes Victor’s unlikely story

· Walton gives us an evaluative distance on Victor that we wouldn’t have if Victor had narrated the entire story in the first person

· Walton prepares us for Victor’s flawed personality. Both men fail in their quest, they’re ambitious, lonely, and willing to sacrifice other people despite their claims of idealism, while both emphasize their superior stature

2. The WOMEN are right and the men are wrong throughout the novel. Shelley’s message is that the novel revolves around issues of differences in perspective ascribed to gender:

· Sensible vs. fanciful viewpoint
· Warm heart vs. cold heart

· Family vs. loneliness and isolation

3. By the end of the novel, some critics argue that Shelley’s underlying message is an attack on all men of her culture as Romantics
The Character of Victor:
1. Victor shows an antagonism toward women that’s very dangerous because most of it is unconscious

2. His attitudes toward women are symbolic of the 19th century’s culturally divided view toward women. . .women in the 19th century are both angel and prostitute.

Elizabeth = sister = wife = mother = prostitute = death

3. Foreshadows Elizabeth’s murder on her wedding night, which must occur for Victor to be “free.” Victor feels himself to be failed by all the women in his life.

The Character of the Creature:
1.  Some critics argue the Creature is gendered female, because

a. Like the women in the novel, he is not allowed to participate, to control his environment and his relationships

b. He wants things from life that society labels  as “feminine”—love, security, companionship

c. He is educated, good at communicating, but no man will ever listen to him unless he becomes hysterical
d. Nature nurtures the monster and helps him to survive…and Victor SPECIFICALLY refers to nature as female

2. Some critics argue that the Creature becomes Victor’s masculine half, the one that DOES reach the Sublime

a. Victor becomes female when he overreaches and creates a living being—after he symbolically “rapes” Nature, he begins to show feminine characteristics, such as fainting

b. Monster can go to places normal men cannot go—can reach the sublime places, the “darkness and distance” pursued by both Victor and Walton

c. By murdering Elizabeth, he does what Victor cannot do—another symbolic “rape”

d. As a result, Victor pursues the monster as much as the monster pursues him—they need each other to be complete

3. May also be that the Creature is a metaphor for the novel itself—that each human being must understand and love him/herself before he/she can grow and be happy

Frankenstein: Comparison of Families

	De Laceys
	Frankensteins
	Commentary

	Mr. DeLacey
	Father
	DeLacey literally blind; Father figuratively blind

	Felix
	Victor
	Both selfish, are the downfall of their family

	Agatha
	Justine
	Both tried for crimes they didn’t commit

	Safie
	Elizabeth
	Both love unconditionally

	Safie’s Mom
	Victor’s Mom
	Both leave lasting impressions on their children; both die

	Safie’s father
	Creature
	Both blamed for breadown of family, but weren’t the cause


