Grammar Definitions: Nouns and Verbs

1. A noun names a person, a place, a thing, or an idea.

2. A common noun names any one of a group of persons, places, things, or ideas.
3. A proper noun names a particular person, place, thing, or idea.

· Common Noun: musician

· Proper Noun: Paul McCartney

4. A concrete noun names an object that can be perceived by one or more of the senses.
5. An abstract noun names an idea, a feeling, a quality, or a characteristic.

· Concrete noun:  textbook

· Abstract noun:  thought

6. A verb expresses action or a state of being.
7. An action verb expresses either physical or mental activity.
· Physical activity: run, swim, dance

· Mental activity: think, ponder, dream

8. A linking verb connects the subject to a word or word group that is in the predicate and that identifies or describes the subject. 

· The most common helping verbs are forms of the verb “be”:

am
were 


is
be

are
being
was
been

and all verb phrases ending in be, being, or been (such as “can be”)

· Other common linking verbs include:
appear
grow

seem

stay
become
look

smell

taste
feel

remain
sound

NOTE:  Many of these verbs can also be used as action verbs. Usually, if a verb is a linking verb you can substitute it for some form of the verb seem. For example, in the sentence “The detectives looked puzzled,” the verb looked is a linking verb because you can substitute “seemed” for “looked.”
9.  A verb phrase consists of at least one main verb and one or more helping (or auxiliary) verbs. Helping verbs help the main verb express action or make a statement.  Common helping verbs include:

am

has

can (may) have


will (shall) be

are

had

could (would, should) be

will (shall) have

is

can

could (would, should) have

has (had) been

was

may

will (shall)  have been

can (may) be

were

did

might have



must have

do

have

might have been


must have been
Your Mission:
Prove You Understand Nouns and Verbs

Part I: Your homework assignment:

1. Cut out ten consecutive sentences from a newspaper or magazine and paste it at the top of your assignment sheet.

2. Highlight all the nouns and underline all the verbs.
 Part II: Complete in class next time:

1. Write each word you’ve highlighted in order on your assignment sheet.

2. Use the dictionary to confirm that each of the words you’ve highlighted or underlined can be the part of speech you say it is. If the word cannot be used as a noun or a verb, write the correct part of speech next to the word on your answer sheet.  Write the page number in the dictionary where you find each word. 
3. Read all the definitions for each word, decide which definition is correct for the way each word is used in your article, and copy it on your answer sheet next to the word. Omit proper nouns and any words you wrote on your assignment sheet that cannot be used as a noun or a verb.
4. Use the word in a sentence of your own composition. Omit proper nouns and any words you wrote on your assignment sheet that cannot be used as a noun or a verb.
((((((((((
Example for Part I:


Jordan, Mont. –Prospecting in Montana’s badlands, rock ax in hand, paleontologist Jack Horner picked up a piece of the jawbone of a dinosaur. He examined the splinter, then put it back and moved on. It wasn’t the kind of bone he was looking for.


Prof. Horner is searching for something that many scientists believe no longer exists: dinosaur bones that harbor blood cells, protein, and, perhaps, even DNA.


“Most people looking for dinosaurs are looking for beautiful skeletons,” he says.  “We are looking for information.”


This summer, Prof. Horner, 61 years old, is overseeing nine field expeditions, from Montana to Mongolia, looking for specimens intended not just for museums, but also for molecular studies. For more than a decade, he had been searching for soft tissue in dinosaur bones 65 million years old or more.


 His search for soft tissue places his fieldwork at the center of one of the most provocative endeavors in biology—the emerging field of molecular paleontology. With its emphasis on recovering ancient cells, the field offers the possibility of a chemical key that can unlock a living past, for any surviving cell could contain an organism’s entire genetic blueprint.

