Julius Caesar Study Questions
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Act One







Due Date___________

Directions: Write your answers in complete sentences and well constructed paragraphs.  Answers written in phrases will be returned ungraded. Write your answers on a separate sheet of paper.  Do NOT turn in this handout!

1. In terms of plot and thematic development, what is the purpose of the quarrel between the senators and the commoners at the beginning of the play?

2. Identify four qualities in Cassius that makes Caesar suspicious of him.

3. Read Cassius’s description of Caesar in Scene 2. What does it tell you about his character as well as Caesar’s character?

4. In Scene 2, Casca says that after being offered the crown, Caesar fainted and fell down on the ground. Do you think that Caesar really fainted? Explain why or why not.

5. Look up the word conspiracy in the dictionary. Are there ever any good reasons for conspiring to overthrow a ruler or government? Discuss in a clearly written paragraph or two. Next, decide if there are any good reasons for the conspiracy against Caesar and discuss in a clearly written paragraph or two.  Support your arguments with examples from the play.
Act Two







Due Date______________
Directions: Write your answers in complete sentences and well constructed paragraphs.  Answers written in phrases will be returned ungraded. Write your answers on a separate sheet of paper.  Do NOT turn in this handout!

1. When Brutus says of Caesar, “I know no personal cause to spurn at him” (II,1,11) and claims to be reluctant to kill him, how do we know that he is sincere?  Use a quotation from his speech to support your opinion.

2. Do you see any flaws or weaknesses in the conspirators’ plans? Think about whether they have overlooked or underestimated anything as well as what the strengths of their plans might be. Explain your opinion with facts from the play.

3. Do you think the conspirators should have chosen a different leader?  If you think another leader should have been chosen, explain who he should be and why you think he would make a better leader.  If you think Brutus is the correct choice, explain why he is the best leader for the conspiracy.

4. In Scene II, Caesar says, “Cowards die many times before their deaths;/The valiant never taste of death but once” (II,2, 32-33). Explain what you think this famous line means, and then discuss the truth of the statement.

5. At the end of Act II, do you think Caesar has any idea of his impending fate? Explain why or why not using textual evidence.

6. Many people warn Caesar against going to the Capitol on March 15. What do you think is the main reason Caesar decides to go despite all the warnings? Use evidence from both Acts I and II to support your response.

7. In a soliloquy in (II, 1, 10-34), Brutus states his doubts about attacking Caesar. What does Brutus consider good reasons for killing Caesar? You may have more than one answer.

8. Irony refers to the contrast between what appears to be and what actually is. In (II, 1, 207-208), Decius says, “But when I tell [Caesar] he hates flatterers,/He says he does, being then most flattered.” Explain the irony in this passage.

9. What motivates Portia? List the many clues that Shakespeare provides in Act II, Scene 1.

10. The theme of sickness runs throughout Act II. Name some of the ways in which this idea is used. What point do you think Shakespeare makes by continually referring to this theme?

Act Three







Due Date_____________

Directions: Each of the prompts below should be answered in clear, concise short essays of at least 1 page.  Make sure to have an introduction, a body, a conclusion, and parenthetical documentation in each response. Do NOT hand in this handout!
1. After Caesar’s murder what kind of leader does Rome most desperately need? Decide which of the two funeral orators—Brutus or Antony—is the better leader and explain your opinion with evidence from the play.

2. In Scene II, Cassius goes off to give his own speech about the reasons for killing Caesar. Write his speech, based on what you have learned about him thus far in the play.

3. In real life, the common people of Rome rioted for three days after the burial of Caesar. As a human interest story to accompany the news report of Caesar’s death, “interview” various citizens from Rome and report on the mood of the city.  Remember to include the 5 W’s of reporting: who, what, when, where, and why.
Act Four







Due Date_____________

Directions: Write your answers in complete sentences and well constructed paragraphs.  Answers written in phrases will be returned ungraded. Write your answers on a separate sheet of paper.  Do NOT turn in this handout!

1. How has Antony changed since he delivered the funeral oration?  How are his actions, words, and goals different? Use specific examples from Act IV to support your answer.  You should devote at least one sentence to actions, one to words, and one to goals.

2. What do Cassius’ and Brutus’ reactions to Portia’s death reveal about each man? Does each man’s reaction seem consistent with his character? Why or why not?

3. Compare and contrast Brutus and Cassius as leaders. Discuss the strengths and weaknesses of each man.  Which one would you prefer to follow into battle? Why?

4. Why does Shakespeare include the ghost of Caesar in Scene 3? What are some effects of the ghost’s appearance?  Do you think the ghost is meant to be real or just a product of Brutus’ imagination? Do you think Shakespeare meant to leave the reader in doubt? Explain your answer.

Act Five








Due Date__________ 
Directions: Answer questions 1 – 3 in complete sentences. Write an essay at least 1 ½ pages in length for question 4. Write all answers on a separate sheet of paper.
1. In Scene 1, what does Cassius tell Messala about his earlier philosophy? Explain how his viewpoint has changed.

2. Brutus makes a series of  bad decisions throughout the play and yet all the other conspirators allow him to override their good decisions.  Why do Cassius and others defer to Brutus?

3. How is Octavius characterized in Julius Caesar?
4. Many people consider suicide a sin or a crime. But for Brutus and Cassius, it was a noble way to end life. Why do you think these characters, as well as other people, consider suicide noble. Make a list of these situations (an example might be “defeat”). Now imagine that you had a chance to talk to a person in this situation. Write a clear concise essay of at least 1 ½ pages where you discuss your views with this person and offer him/her alternatives to suicide.  Make sure you punctuate your dialogue correctly. 
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