Environment of the Shakespearean Performance
1. Play was first performed (1599 at the new Globe theater

Octagonal building with a central yard

Stage took up 1/3 of the space
2. Groundlings stood in the yard and paid the least: Shakespeare included low humor in his plays specifically for this audience.
3. Plays always held in daylight

4. Stage had no curtains

5. Actors used many props with special effects, aided by trapdoors

6. Didn’t use elaborate sets; substituted lavish costumes that showed the latest London fashions

7. All the actors were male

Structure of Elizabethan Plays:


































































































































































Act I:


Exposition





Act II:


Rising Action





Act III:


Climax





Act IV:


Falling Action





Act V:


Resolution


(Dénouement)








