Mrs. Baggett

The Meat of Your Essay:

Paragraph Structure, Elaboration, and Transitions

I.  Kinds of sentences in a paragraph:

A.  Topic sentence: essential item in a paragraph; may be  

* Specific statement of the central idea

* General statement which includes all of the ideas in the paragraph (implies the main idea instead of stating it directly)

1.  Controls all other sentences in the paragraph

2.  Usually more general than the sentences that develop it

3.  Usually found at the beginning of the paragraph, but may also be in the middle or the end of the paragraph

B.  Supporting sentences (also called elaboration):  

1.  Explain, develop, or prove the topic sentence

2.  Provide details, events, facts, examples, or reasons

C.  Concluding sentence, or clincher:

1.  Provides a strong ending to the paragraph AND connects the paragraph with the ideas in the next one (in other words, it provides a transition)
2. Summarizes, evaluates, or adds an insight to the main idea

II.  Elements of effective paragraphs:

A.  Unity: the paragraph contains a single central idea, a single dominant effect, or both  every sentence supports and develops the main idea in some way

B.  Coherence: Each idea relates smoothly and logically to the other ideas in the paragraph.  Techniques that assure coherence  

1.  Logical organization

a.  Chronological order: arrange details in the order in which they occurred

b.  Spatial order: arrange details according to their location (near to far, top to bottom)

c.  Order of importance: arrange details from most to least or from least to most important

d.  Developmental order: arrange details in a logical progression, in which one idea grows out of another

e.  Comparison/contrast: arrange details to show how two items are similar or different. Describe one item and then the other OR compare and contrast feature by feature.

2.  Appropriate connecting devices: 

a.  Use repetition of key words to link ideas  

Example: Ten years ago the tree was a sapling, barely able to stand alone.  Ten 



years ago I was a child, leaning on my parents.

b.  Use synonyms to connect back to key words  

Example: My parents guided me through that long period of growth.  Mother and 



father sustained me with their love.

c.  Use pronouns to relate back to key nouns  

Example: My father believed in being strict with his only child, and his training served me very well in later years.

d.  Use transitions, devices that  

(1) help to connect ideas,

(2) reveal relationships among various statements,

(3) distinguish conditions,

(4) point out new directions to be followed

Example: Finally I felt ready to set out on my own.)
* Transitions can occur within a sentence, between sentences in a paragraph, and between paragraphs
* Sometimes an entire sentence can be used as a transition.  More typically, a phrase is used for transitions.

Transition Words and Phrases (Use These Freely)

similarly

in the same way
moreover
furthermore
but

yet


on the other hand
however
nevertheless
notwithstanding

still


by contrast

unlike

instead

in order that

so that


for


because
although
whereas

for example

for instance

as if

provided that
except that

even though

in fact


certainly
indeed

suddenly

as soon as

before


consequently
therefore
so. . .that. . .

then


soon


immediately
finally

first, second, etc.

most important

C.  Emphasis: making clear to the reader which ideas are more important than others.  Techniques:

1.  Proper subordination: lesser details are written in subordinate clauses

2.  Accurate diction (choice of individual words)

3.  Word order

4. Syntax  (rule-governed arrangement of words in sentences).  Usually, emphasis     is achieved in prose writing by using the syntax of poetry.  In other words,             emphasize an important point by using an unusual arrangement of words in a         sentence.  Robert Frost's "Something there is that doesn't love a wall" is an            example of unusual syntax.

D.  Clarity: using accurate words to convey your meaning and an appropriate structure to fit your subject.  Ways to achieve clarity:

1.  Be concise  write precise sentences with no ambiguity or wordiness

2.  Use effective diction  action verbs, agreement of nouns and pronouns and nouns and verbs, etc.

3.  Use parallel structure (think lists!)

Example: [Correct]
The committee members were enthusiastic, energetic, and diplomatic.

    [Incorrect]
The committee members were enthusiastic, energetic, and of great diplomacy.

E. Concreteness: specific details in a paragraph that supports the generalization made in the topic sentence.  Opinions come alive only when examples, facts, and details are given to support them.

