Form Follows Function:
Parts of Speech

1. Each word is listed in the dictionary according to the part of speech.

2. A word’s part of speech is determined by how it is used in a sentence. A word may be a noun, verb, pronoun, adverb, or adjective depending on how it is used.

3. Most words form families with similar meanings. For example:


Her angry words hurt me to the quick.


His quick thinking saved the day.


Run quickly, before the store closes.


In the quickening gloom, we saw a ghost.

4. Addition of suffixes usually is needed to change a word used as a verb or a noun to a word used as an adjective or adverb (e.g., quick, a noun, changes to quickly, an adverb, with the addition of the suffix –ly).
5. There are eight different parts of speech:

· Noun: word that names a person, place, thing, or idea

· Pronoun: word that take the place of one or more nouns or pronouns
· Verb:  word that expresses action or a state of being
· Adjective: word that modifies (=describes) a noun or pronoun

· Adverb:  word that modifies a verb, an adjective, or another adverb

· Preposition: word that shows the relationship of a noun or a pronoun, called the object of the preposition, to another word

· Conjunction: word that joins words or word groups

· Interjection:  exclamatory word that expresses emotion. It has no grammatical relation to the rest of the sentence
6. A word’s part of speech depends upon how it is used in a sentence, so make sure you use the correct form of the word for its function when writing a sentence!
