
1.  Definition:  the vantage point from which a writer tells a story

Point of view establishes relationships among the author, the reader, and the text of the story.

2.  Through point of view, the author can. . .

· Control tone (the attitude the writer takes toward the subject or reader)

· Influence perception of character(s)

· Heighten suspense 

3. To a great extent, point of view shapes the way a reader understands the text

4. An expanded definition of point of view may include:

· Cultural point of view

· Gendered point of view

· Economic point of view

· Vantage point of earlier or later time period

· More scientific point of view

· More superstitious point of view

Types of Point of View Narratives

First Person Point of View:

· Narrator is a character in the story and tells the story

· Narrator may observe and/or participate in the story’s action

· Narrator involves the reader in the story and communicates a sense of immediacy and personal concern

· Use of “I” allows for the experience to be seen only through the eyes of the narrator

· Private thoughts of other characters are not revealed

· First person may lack objectivity so readers must interpret what the narrator really means

Third Person Limited Omniscient:

· Narrator is not a character in the story

· Narrator tells the story from the vantage of only one character

· Narrator enters the mind of the character, but is unable to tell what other characters are thinking except through observation

· Narrator may only be in the space of time where the chosen character is

Third Person Omniscient:
· Narrator is outside the story and can tell us what is happening anywhere in the story

· Narrator knows everything about the characters and events

· Omniscient point of view gives the writer greater flexibility

· Omniscient point of view allows the reader access to all characters and action even if the action is occurring simultaneously 


