What IS a short story?


Short Story: relatively brief fictional prose narrative, often involving one connected episode

Prose: all forms of written or spoken expression not having a regular rhythmic pattern

Distinguishing feature of the short story is that it is consciously made, that it reveals itself, on careful analysis, to be the result of conscious craftsmanship and artistic skill

Major characteristics of a short story:

1. It has unity of effect: by end of story, the reader remembers a single overall impression. This unity arises from the author's skill in developing the following elements:

· Plot: sequence of related events that make up a story or drama 

· Characterization: methods used to present the personality of a character in a work of literature

· Setting: time and place in which the events of a literary work take place.

· Point of View: vantage point from which a narrative is told

· Symbol: a person, place, thing or event that stands both for itself and for something beyond itself

· Irony: contrast or discrepancy between expectation and reality -- between what is stated and what is really meant, or between what is expected to happen and what actually does happen

· Theme: the central insight that the work gives us about human life; the work's main idea

· Tone: attitude a writer takes toward the subject or the reader

· Style: a writer's characteristic way of writing -- choice of words, sentence structure, use of imagery or figurative language

2.  It has a conscious structure

Structure:  planned framework of a piece of literature; at most rudimentary level in the short story, it is the plot; can also relate to theme, characterization, style/ always based on contrasting relations, or conflict

3. It has a definite formal development e.g., it contains at least the rudiments of plot (beginning, middle, end)

