Ways to Determine Word Meaning:

Word Structure

Word Structure: The way parts are combined to form a word gives clues to word meaning. 

Derivative: words formed from shorter words.  There are two parts to a derivative:

· Affixes: sequence of letters that, when attached to the beginning or end of a word or phrase, produces a derivative word.  There are two types of affixes:

· Prefix: affix that comes before the root

· Suffix: affix that comes after the root
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· Root: the base to which affixes are added to form new words.  The types of roots include:

· Free form roots: roots that can appear with affixes AND stand alone

unthinkable---think--- thinkable

· Bound form roots: roots that aren’t words without affixes
revolve

venerable
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